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REVEREND SIR, 


Hough your Letter gave me not 
the Satisfaction of knowing my 
Correſpondent; yet I have 
That, of obſerving in it, ma- 
ny Expreſſions of a hearty 1 
Zeal for that Cauſe, relating to the Biſhop . 
of Bangor's Doctrines, in which our Bre- 1 
thren of the Lower Houſe thought it their 4 
Duty to engage. Theſe, and your great I 
Deſire to be ſatisfied of our ſtanding well, | 
upon this Occaſion, in the Opinion of my " 
Lords the Biſhops, entitle you to my belt * ; 
Endeayours, for removing that Uneaſineſs, 1 
of which you there complain. 2 
Other Reaſons, why this was not done, 
immediately upon the Receit of Vours, are 
too many for Vou to be troubled with; 
and moſt of them ſuch, as were Hindran- 
ces, out of my Power to prevent: But 
A 2 One 


as 


. . — 
” —_—_ * ? AA wy . " , Y * * ** 2 . 4 a 
F - 23-4 — K Fas * r * 2 RT * . 5 , . ng =o . * py w * 
. — _ — _—_ 4... od es 2 -- ts nz 8 as * d — 2%; : R . 4 ba, - p 1 * 
- 8 20: — — 3 * 8 8 n * 2 r 0 p 4 ws Yi * ag r B 2 q 3 — ö 2 — 3 * 
A. — _— 3 * « 5 3 4 3a 4 — 4 — n » . - 4 5 * = 5 & A * nds "x > „ „„ A 22 3 — 4 8 3 * 8 2 2 "4 r 7 % a 8 N N N 
— a - >» > 5 1 ia A Ws. "©... 27 l 7 . * > ts. ®: * * W * 2 * * de — nd ng n Pani x — * . R * * % K 4 — * 7 * l 1 — 2 SC 2 S4 WS 4 n $2, 23 — el 

el © EE — by 3% wks f EN a * e e Bs * n J r n = r * «IS ">= 8 0 "Bs PSS Nr Fn” * 's \ +: wo be nt ee NING : M$, >, * 

* — 2 ! 2 — 1 5 ple 3 het Ys "at DE ON * "= tt Hay = 2 as g > ——_ 2 — . * I 2 — n ö 3 ALS 5 er I 4 ? of HS * 

a * 8 3 . C * + he 25 * 2 — „„ 24" * n IT 1 i - » « : * * % 4 3 es * T y 

— r r R h bo 3 N as. as % 3 2 — 3% . . 1 2 ” * oy -& « 5 2 ” 

OS EE, N 8 5 r "KLE 228 ag ie 2 5 

> - — 5 5 * r ar * 4 2 3 4 
4 * , 28 55 a. 8 TW þ « 
> 2 2 g - » " 5 
8 


ä 


— VP 


(4) 


One Motive to this Delay I acknowledge 
to have been choſen. Which is, That, in 
regard his Lordſhip of Bangor had, about 
that time, ſignified to the World his In- 
tentions, of publifhing an Anſwer to the 
Repreſentation of Our Committee; I 
thought it reaſonable to keep back this 
Paper, till I could fee, whether his Lord- 
ſhip ſhould think fit to except againſt the 
Lower Houſe; with regard to their Man- 
ner of Proceeding, or the Conduct of any 
Perſons concern'd in debating the Subject 
of the Report. And, in Caſe ſuch Excep- 
tions ſhould be made, my Intention was, 
to do Juſtice to Our Brethren and my ſelf; 
by ſetting right any Inſtances, againſt which 
his Lordſhip might be induc'd to expreſs 
his Diſpleaſure; from ſome incautious, (or 
perhaps artful) Miſinterpretation, made to 
him, of Our Behaviour in the Courſe of 
that Affair. TEL | 
It did not, I confeſs, at that Time, ap- 
pear to Me, what Ground could remain 
tor Objections of this Sort; aſter the Ac- 
count, which your Letter had given to the 
World. An Account, in all its Circum- 
ſtances, as far as I am able to recollect, 
fo faithful and punctual; that I had, till 
very lately, held my elf juſtly excus'd, 
from any farther mention of what paſs'd 
N upon 
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upon that Occaſion. The Cauſe of the 

atter ſetting out from the Lower Houſe ; 
The Reaſons, which prevail'd upon the 
Clergy. there, to ſingle out my Lord of 
Bangor , from Others confeſſedly obnoxi- 
ons to their Cenſure; and for which they 
thought themſelves oblig d to begin with 
conſidering his Sermon, no leſs than his 
Preſervative; The Temper and Circumſpe- 
ction, with which they appear'd to pro- 
ceed from the very Beginning; The De- 
cency of Language, and due Regard, both 
to his Publick Character and Perſonal 
Qualifications, which were moſt carefully 
preſervd, throughout this whole Debate, 
ſignified the Cauſe of their Diſlike to be 
the Doctrine, abſtracted from the Perſon; 
And, that thoſe were not Words of Form 
and Courſe, but of ſtrict Truth and Sober- 
neſs; by which you find them profeſſing, in 
the Preamble to the Report, that they 
did with much Grief of Heart obſerve, 


and in all dutiful Manner repreſent, the 


great and grievous Offence given by that 
Right Reverend Prelate, in thoſe Two 
Treatiſes, which make the Subject of their 
Complainr. "EE 


Theſe Remarks of Yours are ſo full con- 


cerning the Behaviour of the Houſe ; That 
I might haye made ſhort Work, and ap- 
"FOE plied 
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plied my ſelf immediately to the Point, in 
which you principally deſire Satisfaction; 
Were it not, that ſome Paſſages, with 
which his Lordſhip's late Book thews him 
to be diſſatisfied, require I ſhould take 
them in my way, and fay ſomewhat in 
their Juſtification. 5 
His Lordſhip is pleas'd to ſay, That, 
«© however He may perſuade himſelf, not 
to call in Queſtion that anfeigned Sor- 
rod, with which it is profeſs d, the un- 
«*caly Work of Cenſuring him was en- 


terd upon, yet the World will not 


think it ſo clear, beyond all Contradi- 
«« ction, that it was This unfeigued For- 
10 rom; This diſintereſted Leal, This 
Freedom from all perſonal Views, 
«*< which induced them to pals by every 
„ other Book, and Sermon, then in Be- 
* ing; And, at fo critical a Time, to 


% ſhew Him to the World, as the Firſt 


of all the late Numerous Writers, to 
++ be mark'd out by their Cenſure: An 

His Principles leaning too much to the 
Authority of Chriſt, as the moſt perni- 


*© czous of all: Which induced them, af- 


ter they had thought of Him, to ſum- 


mon all their Strength, and all their 
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(7) 
Numbers, to make the Blot as ſudden, 
and as effectual, as They could: Not 
to do Him the Honour, once privately 


to enquire after His own Explications of 


ſome General Expreſſions, or how He 


avoeuld interpret them Himſelf; Not to 


give Him the leaſt Notice of their 
Zeal, or of the Intent of it, that He 


might have help'd, by diſowning many 


of the Conſequences and Meanings fix d 
upon Him, to forward their good De- 


ſign; But to chuſe rather to put the 


worſt Interpretation poſſible upon Some 
of His Words, inſtead of a Better, of 
which they were capable; and a bad 


Interpretation upon Others, of which 


they were not af all capable: To force 
pernicious Principles upon Him firſt, 
and then to ſhew their Zeal 1. them, 
after They had made them His;” And 


in another Place, * His Lordſhip cannot 
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ſee the great Obligation upon the Lower 


Houſe, ariſing from this Reaſon, That 
a Biſhop had ſet at nought the Powers 
of Biſhops; Therefore a Body of Presby- 


ters, never intruſted with the Guardian- 


64 


ſhip of thoſe: Powers, without waiting 
for the Sentiments of the Biſhops, pur 
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(8) 
« Them in mind of Their Duty, and re- 
* queſt a Cenſure from Them. 

For ſingling out his Lordſhip from 
among ſeveral Others, who are likewiſe 
declared to have given great and grievous 
Offence, (appetite the Ground of the 
Accuſation to. be juſt, as They, who di- 
rected this Charge to be laid, did certain- 
ly at that Time apprehend it to be,) I 
cannot but ſtill continue. to think the 
Reaſons, alledg'd in the Report it ſelf, 
and in that part. of your Letter which 
relates to it, a ſufficient Juſtification. No 
Man needs be told, that the Quality of 
the Committer makes a Difference in the 
Crime. This Aggravation we gaily find 
urg' d, upon all Miſcarriages of the Clergy 
in particular. And ſuch a One it is, as, 
when deſervedly urg d, the common Senſe 
of Mankind claims a Right to bear hard 
upon. The Reaſons are, Becauſe ſuch 
Perſons are preſum'd, to have a more per- 
fect Knowledge of their Duty, to be more 
ſenſible of their Engagements to perform 
it, and becauſe all wilful and open Vio- 
lations of it are, in Them, not only againſt 
a clearer. Light, but of more pernicious 
Influence and Example. Every one of 
which Conſiderations is of yet greater 
Weight, in proportion to the „* 

or 
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of that Station, which the Perſon ſo bf. 
fending, has the Honour to hold, in that 
J — 
Admitting therefore, I ſay, That the 
Perſons, Teo directed or drew that Re- 
preſentation, were in their Hearts per- 
ſuaded, Thar a Biſhop of this Church had 
publiſhed Poſitions, injurious to Religion, 
to the Authority of the Supreme Ma- 
giſtrate, to the Order and Diſcipline of 
the Church, and to the Rights of its Spi- 
ritual Governours; Such Perſons, acting 
under ſuch Perſuaſions, did proceed in the 
ſtricteſt Conſiſtence with Reaſon and Du- 
ty; and are not to be blam'd, for appre- 
hending worſe Conſequences, from an At- 
tempt co undermine and deſtroy. theſe 
Things, made by One under ſo high and 
manifold Obligations to aſſert and to pre- 
ſerve Them; than from the moſt bold and 
furious Attacks of open and profeſſed Ene- 
mies. EN 1 
Nay I add, That, even admitting thoſe 
Facts to be miſunderſtood, and not liable 
to the Hard Conſequences charg'd upon 
them; Vet, till This ſhould” be made ap- 
pear, and the Matters in Queſtion ſet in 
a clearer Light; that former Perſuaſion 
muſt continne. And conſequently, both 
the Sincerity, and the Prudence, of ſingling 
_— out 
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„ Them in mind of Their Duty, and re- 


«© queſt a Cenſure from Them. 


For ſingling out his Lordſhip from 
among ſeveral Others, who are likewiſe 
declared to have given great and grievous 
Offence, Cuppetite the Ground of the 
Accuſation to be juſt, as They, who di- 
rected this Charge to be laid, did certain- 
ly at that Time apprehend it to be,) I 
cannot but ſtill continue to think the 
Reaſons, alledg'd in the Report it ſelf, 


and in that part of your Letter which 
relates to it, a ſufficient Juſtification. No 


Man needs be told, that the Quality of 
the Committer makes a Difference in the 
Crime. This Aggravation we gaily find 
urg'd, upon all Miſcarriages of the Clergy 
in particular. And ſuch a One it is, as, 
when deſervedly urg'd, the common Senfe 
of Mankind claims a Right to bear hard 
upon. The Reaſons are, Becauſe ſuch 
Perſons are preſum'd, to have a more per- 
fect Knowledge of their Duty, to be more 
ſenſible of their Engagements to perform 
it, and becauſe all wilful and open Vio- 
lations of it are, in Them, not only againſt 
a clearer Light, but of more pernicious 
Influence and Example. Every one of 
which Conſiderations is of yet greater 
Weight, in proportion to the HERE 
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of that Station, which the Perſon fo of- 
fending, has the Honour to hold, in that 
Holy Order it ſelf. en we i 
Admitting therefore, I ſay, That the 


Perſons, who directed or drew that Re- 


preſentation, were in their Hearts per- 
ſuaded, That a Biſhop of this Church had 
publiſhed Poſitions, injurious to Religion, 
ro the Authority of the Supreme Ma- 
giſtrate, to the Order and Diſcipline of 
the Church, and to the Rights of its Spi- 


ritual Governours; Such Perſons, acting 


under ſuch Perſuaſions, did proceed in the 
ſtricteſt Conſiſtence with Reaſon and Du- 
ty; and are not to be blam'd, for appre- 
hending worſe Conſequences, from an At- 
rempt to undermine and deſtroy theſe 
Things, made by One under ſo high and 
manifold Obligations to aſſert and to pre- 
ſerve Them; than from the moſt bold and 
furious Attacks of open and profeſſed Ene- 


mies. 


Nay I add, That, even admitting thoſe 
Facts to be miſunderſtood; and not liable 
to the Hard Conſequences charg'd upon 
them; Vet, till This ſhould” be made ap- 
pear, and the Matters in Queſtion ſet in 
a clearer Light; that former Perſuaſion 
muſt continue. And conſequently, both 
the Sincerity, and the Prudence, of ſingling 

our 
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out his Lordſhip for the Firſt (though not 
the Only) intended Subject of Complaint, 


will acquit the Complainers, ſo perſuaded, 
from Blame. 

But his Lordſhip is pleas d to intimate, 
That with ſome Part at leaſt of the Mat- 


ters alledg'd, They had nothing at all to 
do. That /erring at nought the Powers 


of Biſhops, with the Guardianſhip of 


which Powers, Presbyters were never 
 zntruſted, is not a fit Subject, for a Body 


conſiſting only of Presbyters, to requeſt a 
Cenſure upon. | 


Far be it from Me, to yindicate any 


Proceedings of the Houle whereof I am a 


Member, which is out of their proper 
Sphere, or undutiful to their Superiours. 


But This upon Examination will, I pre- 
ſume, be found liable to no ſuch Con- 
ſtruction. I have always underſtood the 
repreſenting Grievances in Matters Eccle- 


ſiaſtical, and praying Redreſs from my 
Lords the Biſhops, Or (by Their Interpo- 


fition) from the Power of the Civil Ma- 


giſtrate, to be the very Province, the con- 


ſtant Uſage, and the acknowledg'd Right, 


of the Inferiour Clergy ; when aſſembled 
in Convocation, (as at this Time they 


were,) by Royal Writ, and acting in Vir- 


tue of a Royal Licence. | 
Let 


( 11 ) 

Let it be granted, for Argument's Sake, 
that my Lords the Biſhops are the princi- 
pal, and more immediate, Guardians of 
their own Powers: And, that it could not 
become any Presbyter, or Number of Preſ- 
byters, to claim that Guardianſhip, when 
conſidered as a Number of private Men. 
Nay, that even a Body of Presbyters, 
when taking any Part of This to Them- 
ſelves, in other Countreys of Chriſten- 
dom, might perhaps incur the ſame Con- 
demnation. Yet among Us, Sir, I con- 
ccive, with great Submiſſion, the Matter 
to be otherwiſe. By the Laws and Con- 
ſtitution of this Church, and this Nation, 
the Inferiour Clergy make a Conſtituent, 
Neceſlary, and Eſſential, Part of Our Sy- 
nods. Not the Archbiſhop and Biſhops 
of the Province only, but the Deans, 
** Archdeacons, Proctors for Chapters, and 
„ Proctors for Dioceſes, are conven'd, and 
** commiſſioned, to propoſe, confer, treat, 
debate, conſider, conſult, and agree 
upon, ſuch Canons, Orders, Ordinances, 
and Conſtitutions; as They, or the 
greater Number of Them, ſhall think 
*« neceſſary, fit, and convenient, for the 
Honour and Service of Almighty God, 
** the Good and Quict of the Church, 
and the Government thereof, as by 

B 2 « Law 
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1 

++ Law eſtabliſhed.” Theſe Canons, Ge. 
when confirm'd by the Royal Sanction, 
are the Rule and Meaſure, for exerciſing 
the Powers of the Biſhops, in This Church. 
Upon the due Preſervation hereof, the 
Quiet and good Government of the Church 
do ſo much depend, That thoſe Powers 
cannot be ſer at nought, without Miſchief 
done to the Powers of the Inferiour Clergy 


allo; Nay, without impairing the Spiritual 


Welfare of the Whole Body. 
As often therefore, as any Thing of 


this Sort is done; Every Member, Every 


Eccleſiaſtical Perſon more eſpecially, has 


reaſon to think himſelf hurt; and has a 


Right, according to his Station, to remon- 
ſtrate and complain. In ſuch Cafes, thus 
much, I conceive, may be regularly done, 
by any private Perſons : They may at 
leaſt reaſon the Cale, as becomes them 
they may apply, either to their reſpective 
Biſhops in the Upper Houſe, or to their 


Friends and Repreſentatives in the Lower. 


And I dare ſay, Sir, You can bear me 
Witneſs, That ſo very many Applications 
of this Sort were made from without 
Doors upon the preſent Occaſion, as mi- 


niſtred to the Committee ſufficicnt Ground, 


for taking Notice of the Senſe, not of | 
$4 - "Is 5 0 Pi * * * F b 71 . the | 
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the Lower Houle only *, but of That of 
their Brethren of the Clergy allo. 


How then could thoſe Members, who 
thought ſuch Applications reaſonable, an- 


ſwer it to Themſelves, or to their Bre- 


thren, and the Church, by Whom they 
were entruſted, ſhould They have been 


ſilent, upon a Matter of ſo general, and, 


as they apprehended, ſo juſt, ExpeQtation ? 
Surely they might make uſe of their Au- 
thority (though not to cenſure, yet) to 
complain of, the Indignity they ſuppos'd 
to be done to thoſe Powers; of which 
the Inſtitution of Chriſt is indeed the Foun- 
dation ; but for the Extent whereof, in this 


particular Church, the Rule and Standard 


(in Agreement with and Subordination to 
Scripture) are the Laws of the Realm, and 
the Canons conſulted, and agreed to, by 
their Predeceſſors in former Synods. 

If Perſons acting under this publick 
Character, have not a Right ſtrictly to be 
ſtyled Guardians, yet certainly ſome Truſt 


(call it by what Name you pleaſe) they 
are entitled to, and veſted with; Which 


impowers them to call for Redreſs, when 
any of thoſe Canons, Sc. are neglected or 
inſulted. Which, though the Lower Houle, 
s ſuch, do not execute, or did make to 


* i 


Mit 


| © Keport, p. 14. 
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be Laws; Yet are they ſo far Their Act, 
that they could not have been made Laws, 
or executed as ſuch, without Their Con- 
ſultation and Conſent. 

Theſe Conſiderations, I hope, will clear 
the Lower Houſe, from the Vanity and 
Preſumption of meddling with Matters 
too high for their Cognizance. But, it 
ſeems, They are thought to have ſtepp'd 
beyond their Line, and to have © Pu? the 
Biſhops in mind of Their Duty; by re- 
queſting a Cenſure from Them, without 
waiting for the Sentiments of their Lord- 
ſhips upon the Matter. OY” 

But firſt, Sir, Did the Houſe really re- 
queſt any Cenſure from their Lordſhips? 
The Committee do indeed, at the End 


s 4 of their Charge upon the firſt Article, 
$* expreſs an humble Hope, That his Grace, 
1 5 „ and their Lordſhips the Biſhops, would 

„think it proper to call upon my Lord 


of Bangor, for an Explication, How 
„ the Performance of his Promiſe at Con- 
„ ſecration, and the Exerciſe of his high 
Office, can conſiſt with thoſe Opinions 1 
there before mentioned; Difficulties, | 
which they conceive Himſelf alone ca- 

<< pable of reſolving.” Now, I beſeech 

you, Sir, Can This be charged with re- 


© Anſwer to Report, p. 310. 4 Report, p. 9. 


queſting 


(15) 
gueſting a Cenſure, which only requeſted 
ſuch a Satisfaction, as muſt, if given, have 
effectually and neceſſarily prevented any 
Cenſure? 15 
The Committee do alſo expreſs their Aſ- 
ſurance, © That their Lordſhips, in their 
Known Goodneſs, would, if it ſhould be 
thought needful or N favoura- 
_ «« bly apprize His Majeſty of the Honeſt 
and Loyal Intentions of the Houſe, in 
«« Order to ſet this Matter, together with 
their Proceedings thereupon, in a true 
and proper Light.” But neither is This, 
I take it, requeſting a Cenſure upon. his 
Lordſhip: Ir is rather the 1 any 
ill 3 to Themſelves. One of 
the Treatiſes complain'd of, is ſufficiently 
known to have been publiſhed by His Ma- 
jeſty's Command; Which, in the Opinion 
of Some, ought to have been its Protection 
againſt all Animadverſions; how Faulty ſo- 
ever the Matters contain'd in it might be 
found, upon a.ſtricter and more deliberate 
_ Conſideration, than a bare Hearing could 
-qualify any Man for. Bur the Lower Houle, 
apprehending it to be the King's Own 
Cauſe; And, that both the Regal Supre- 
macy, and Legiſlative Authority, were 


————— 
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ſtruck 
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ſtruck at in that Diſcourſe ; thought it their 
Duty to proceed upon It alſo. Now to 
this Opinion and Reſolution of the Houſe 
it was very agreeable, that their Committee 


ſhould prepare a Clauſe, moving their Lord- 


ſhips to interpoſe their good Offices, that 
an Act of real Zeal for his Majeſty's 
Honour and Prerogative, might not be 
miſconſtrued, or lie under the Imputation 
of Irreverence or Indecency. 5 
I know but one Paſſage more, that can 
be preſs'd into this Meaning. It is the laſt 
Paragraph of the Repreſentation, which is 
expreſs d in the Terms following. If your 
Grace and your Lordſhips, after having 
„ maturely weighed the Premiſes, ſhall find 
*«« juſt Cauſe for the Complaints, which have 


given Riſe to this Repreſentation; We 


«« reſt aſſured, that, in your Godly Zeal 
and Great Wiſdom, you will not fail to 
« enter upon ſome ſpeedy and effectual 
« Method, to vindicate the Honour of 
God and Religion, that hath been ſo 
deeply wounded: To aſſert the Prero- 
e gative given to all Godly Princes in Ho- 
*« ly Scripture, that hath been ſo mani- 
e feſtly invaded; And to re-ſettle thoſe 
weak and wavering Minds, which may 
have been enſnared or perplexed, by a- 
ny of the unſound Doctrines, * 

*© anc 
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67 
and Publiſhed by this Right Reverend 
„ Biſhop.” 

Upon This Clauſe, I conceive the fol- 
lowing Obſervations to be undeniably juſt. 
Firſt, That here is an entire Deference and 
Submiſſion to the Judgment of his Grace and 
their Lordſhips, whether the Cauſe for thoſe 
Complaints were juſt, which gave Riſe to 
this Repreſentation. Secondly, That, the 
utmoſt they preſum'd to requeſt, (in Caſe 
thoſe Complaints ſhould appear to be juſt,) 
is ſome ſpeedy and effettual Method, to re- 
dreſs any ill Effects, which, they conceiv'd, 
might already haye followed, or which, 
they apprehended, might hereafter follow, 
from the Doctrines of which they complain. 
And, Laſtly, That, as in none of the fore- 
going . a Cenſure upon his Lord- 
ihip is expreſſly requeſted; So neither in 
this Laſt is it requeſted, ſo much as by Im- 
plication, in caſe the Godly Zeal and Great 
Wiſdom of the Biſhops, could find our any 
Other ſpeedy and effectual Method, for re- 
dreſſing or preventing ſuch ill Effects. 

But let us ſuppoſe, that they had requeſt- 
ed a Cenſure; What Ground had this given 
for an Imputation ſo invidious, as That of 
not waiting for the Sentiments of their Bi- 
Hhops, and putting Them in mind of Their 
Duty? e * 
| C Permit 


( 18 ) 

Permit me, for the better Illuſtration of 
this Matter, to borrow an Argument from 
the Civil Authority ; Which cannot be de- 
nyed to carry, in this Reſpect, a plain Re- 
ſemblance to the Eccleſiaſtical. As the 
Peers in the Upper Houle of Parliament, 
ſo the Biſhops in the Upper Houſe of 
Conyocation, have an undoubted Right to 
cajl rhe Members of their own Houle to 
Account, and to prefer Accuſations againſt 
them, for any Breach of Duty. And of 
the Exerciſe of this Right we have frequent 
Inſtances in Hiſtory. But ſo we have like- 
wiſe, of Impeachments againſt Peers, brought 
up by the Houſe of Commons. And is 
there ſo much as One Inſtance to be found, 
of the Commons, when doing ſo, being 
blam'd, for not waiting for the Sentiments 
of their Lordſhips, and for putting Them 
zu mind of Their Duty? * 

If it ſhall be reply'd, That there is not, 
between the Peers and Commons of Eug- 
laud, that mutual Relation and Subordina- 
tion, as between the Biſhops and their Cler- 
cy. I readily grant it; When thoſe Clergy 
are conſidered, as Perſons under Obligati- 
ons of Obedience to their reſpectivè Dio- 
ceſans: But, if conſidered, as the Body 
Repreſentative of the Province, and acting 
in the Quality of a Separate Houſe, equal- 


"" 


; (any 
ly Eſſential to the Deo of an Eugliſh Sy- 
nod; I have never yet ſeen any Argument, 
which proves them in ſuch Subordination, 
as that they ſhould be thought to exceed 
their Commiſſion, in repreſenting any 
Grievances to their Spiritual Superiors ; E- 
ven in Caſes, where the Rights and Pow- 
ers of thoſe Superiors themſelves make the 
Subject of their Complaint. And the Rea- 
{on hereof I take to be, (as mentioned be- 

fore; ) Becauſe thoſe Powers of the Bi- 
ſhops are not ſo entirely rheir Own, that 
they can be diſparaged, or any way dimi- 
niſhed, without Detriment and Wrong done 

to the WholeClergy, and the Whole Engliſh 

Church. Nor could their Lordſhips, though 

unanimouſly diſpos'd ſo to do, (if we 

may have leave to cntertain ſo extrayagant 
an Imagination) Legally and Synodically 
give up, in All, or in Part, the Rights and 

Juriſdictions, in which they are veſted by 

the Eccleſiaſtical Laws of this Land, with- 

out the Concurrence and Conſent of the 

Lower Houſe, firſt ask'd, and obtain d. 

Baut, to proceed. It was not without a- 

Iny Knowledge of the then Scntiments of 

many of their Lordſhips, That the prefer- 
ring This Complaint was at firſt reſolv'd 
upon. It was, to the Intent thoſe Senti- 
nents might be known to the World, in 
TOE C3 the 
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the moſt authentick Manner; Or, that they 


might be rectified and changed, in as au- 


thentick a Manner, upon a fair Diſcuſſion 
of all Particulars, that this Matter began 
at all. It was not to put he Biſhops in 
mind of Their Duty, but to diſcharge their 
Own, that Our Houſe began it below. 


For what your Letter, obſerves, Sir, is ve- 


ry true. That more than once, when it was 


wilh'd, that if any n of this Kind 
were thought to be deſerv'd | 


y a Member 
of their Own Houſe, We might firſt receive 


their Lordſhip's Pleaſure, and Opinion 


concerning it; It was anſwered, Thar the 
other Courſe was more Uſual and Metho- 
dical; And a Remonſtrance (if any were 


Lower Houſe. | 
Thus, Sir, I hope, it ſufficiently ap- {| 
pears, That the Lower Houle were neither 


neceſſary) fitteſt to be brought up from the 


too bold in Matters that did Not concern | 
Them; nor too forward in Thoſe that 


Did. That, what They requeſted, was an 
Explication from his Lordſhip; a Vindica- 
tion of Themſelves; and a Remedy againſt} 
ſuch Miſchiefs, as, they then apprehended, 


might fall upon the People committed to 


their Charge; And that the Conſequence off 
this Requeſt might have turned to his Lordi 
Mip's Glory and Advantage. But to rei 

N quei 
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queſt a Cenſure before Hearing, would 
have been a greater Affront to their Lord- 
ſhips, and an Action of more Raſhneſs and 
Abſurdity in the Askers, than They, who 
think moſt meanly of their Honeſty , or 
their Underſtanding, can ſurely believe the 
Clergy to be capable of. 

How far the Drawers of the Repreſen- 
tation have perverted his Lordſhip's Mean- 
upon Some of his Words, inſtead of a Bet- 
ter, of which they were capable; And up- 
on Others a bad One, of which they are 
not capable; By forcing pernicious Prin- 
ciples upon him firſt, and then ſhewing 
their Zeal againſt them, after They had 
made them His; The World will beſt judge, 
by ſuch a particular Diſquiſition of the ſe- 
veral Paſſages referr'd to, as I preſume they 
will ſhortly be enabled to make, by a 
Learned Member of that Committee. His 
Lordſhip has indeed quite altered the State 
of the Caſe. What He now declares to 


ing, by purting the Worſt Interpretation 


have been ſpoken concerning the Iuviſible 


Church, not only the Committee, but the 


Houſe who appointed them, appear to have 


underſtood concerning the Viſible. His 


Lordſhip, by Religion, means ſuch Acts of 


Virtue, as proceed from inward Sinceri- 
tyand a true Faith; They, it ſeems, un- 
1225 derſtood 
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(22) 
derſtood Him, of the open and outward 
Exerciſe of it. His Lordſhip is beating 
down an Authority over Conſciences, with 
reſpect to inward Perſuaſions and Princi- 
ples, without the Rejection whereof, he is 
aſſur'd, neither the Proteſtant, nor the 
Chriſtian, Religion, could ever have bcen, 
or can continue. They were fearful, He 
is undermining an Authority in Externals 
and Diſcipline, without which no viſible 
Chriſtian Church can ſubſiſt in Order or 
Peace. So different is that Light, in 


Which we are now requir'd to view his 


Lordſhip's Sermon; from That, in which 
it was generally taken heretofore. 

His Lordihip claims the Right to inter- 

ret his own Words, ſince his Meaning 


muſt be better known to Himſelf, than to 


any Other. And his Lordſhip need not 
doubt, but even Theſe Explications would 
have been duly conſidered; had they been 
laid before the Synod. But he had as 
little Reaſon to expect, that the Lower 

Houſe ſhould make a private Enquiry in- 
to his Meaning; as They had to promiſe 


Themſelves, that his Lordſhip would have 


eſteemed ſuch Enquiry an Honour. 

The only Way of Prevention, that I 
can think of, had been, to have let ſome 
Friends into this Meaning, Who might 

. have 
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have rectified the Miſtakes of the Houſe, 
in the Debates of that Day, on which the 
Committee was appointed. For that Blow 
could not be ſudden, (nor could the Houſe 
deſign to make it ſo,) which was ſo much 
expected, as ſoon as the Convocation 
ſhould fit down to Buſineſs. 

And yet, although there were Several 
Members of that Houſe, who wanted no 
Zeal for his Lordſhip's Honour and Ser- 
vice; and Some, who actually oppoſed the 
Appointment of a Committee; All Argu- 
ments urg'd againſt it, went upon Topicks 
of another Sort. And the Minds of 
Thoſe who were beſt inclin'd, being, in 
Appearance, as much unenlightned, as the 
Rel of their Brethren ; Not One Objector 
ſpoke to the Merits of the Cauſe; or 
made the leaſt Attempt, either to vindi- 
cate his Lordſhip's Sermon, as injured; or 
to explain it, as miſunderſtood. 

If ſuch were his Lordſhip's true and ut- 
moſt Meaning, as his late Book ſets forth; 
(and, I am ſure, aſter the Declarations 
made there, I will not take upon me to 
diſpute it,) One cannot readily call to 
mind an Incident more extraordinary, than 
that thick Cloud and unaccountable Dark- 
neſs, which ſeem, in ſuch a Conjuncture, 
to haye overſpread the Minds and Facul- 
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Intereſts, been thus interpreted. 
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ties of all Men. For, what can indeed be 


juſter Matter of Amazement, than, that 
a Biſhop of his Lordſhip's Abilities ſhould, 


at one critical Seaſon, ſo unhappily deli- 


ver himſelf; That High and Low, Clergy 


and Layety, Learned and Vulgar, Town 
and Countrey, Adverſaries and Admirers, 
ſhould all agree to put the ſame Senſe up- 
on his Words; and yet All (except ſome 


few, comparatively very few) to put a 


Senſe, in Which thoſe Words were not 
intended to be taken ? 

Yet, that thus it was in Fact, the 
Pamphlets of that Time, which flew from 
all Quarters, are an undeniable Proof. 
The Friends of our Eſtabliſhed Church, 
and its ſpiritual Powers, read him with 
great Indignation; the Enemies, with Plea- 


jure and Triumph: The Former were a- 


larm'd, and thought it high time to com- 
plain; the Latter were elated; and thought 
themſelves privileged to inſult. But all 
this, from the ſame Interpretation of the 
ſame. DoCtrines. And, as his Lordſhip had 


had no Accuſers among his Brethren of 


the Clergy ; So had he wanted the unen- 


vied Honour of ſome of his loudeſt Ap- 
plauders; had he not, by Perſons of the 


moſt diſterent Capacities, Inclinations, and 


Why 


ä 
Why then that Load of Calumny, laid 
upon the Lower Houſe; as if They had 
combin'd together, to fix forc'd and mali- 
cious Conſtructions, apen the Writings of 
a Man, whom they diflik'd? Why thoſe 
injurious Aſperſions of a ſecret Goodwill 
to Popery, as if They had ſtood alone, in 
diſapproving Poſitions, which were then 
thought to undermine all Eccleſiaſtical 
Powers whatſoever ? But above all; Why 
that pointed, that ſtabbing Sentence, from 
his Lordſhip's own Pen, of marking out 
Ey their Cenſure His Principles, leaning 
too much to the Authority of Chriſt, as 
the moſt pernicious of all? Does his Lord- 
ſhip believe in his Conſcience, that any 
One Member of that Houſe thinks the 
Authority of Chriſt too Great; or wiſhes 
its Diminution ? Or doth he know of Any 
in that Number, who contend for an Au- 
thority in Spiritual Matters, which they 
do not acknowledge to be deriv'd froni, 
and ſubordinate to, That of Chriſt? But I 
beg leave to paſs off from this Reflection, 
in his Lordſhip's own Words, I hether 
He will forgive himſelf, when he comes 
to ſearch his own Heart, and to conſider 
ſeriouſſy this Part of his Conduct before 
God; I know not. 


1 Preface to Anſwer, p. 11, 12, 
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The Time is not yet out of Memory, 
when theDivines of this Eſtabliſhed Church 


were call'd into the Field; and, to their 


own Immortal Renown, as well as to the 
great Honour and laſting W. of our 
Communion, fought in the Cauſe of our 
happy Reformation; and conquer'd the 
whole united Force of Popery. The Tyran- 
ny of the Church of Rome, in impoſing new 
Articles and unwarrantable Terms of Com- 
munion, and the Right of private Judg- 
ment in Matters of Faith, bore a conſide- 
rable Part in thoſe Controverſies. Yet all 


was managed with ſuch Exquiſiteneſs of 


Learning, and Soundneſs of Judgment; as, 
while they were puſhing One Enemy, not 
to unguard, and lay themſelves open to 
Another. Nor can I recollect, in the nu- 
merous Compoſitions of that Time, ſo 
much as any one little Tract, which ſtood 
in need of a Volume to explain it ; Not 
any material Paſſage in any One Tract, at 
which any Convocation, or any ſober 
Member of it, was then, or is now of- 
fended; Not One, for which any Sectary, 
or Freethinker, (as ſuch,) thought the In- 
cenſe of his Thanks and Praiſes to be due. 
Much leſs was any well meant Treatiſe of 
thoſe Days ſo unluckily underſtood ; That 


the Generality of our Church's Friends 
| | ſhould 


6 

ſhould eſteem themſelves oblig'd to reſent 
it; and the Generality of our profeſs'd and 
moſt perverſe Enemies ſhould have rhe 
Confidence of pretending to find their Ac- 
count in it. s 

Which way to account for this Diffe- 
rence, between Writers in the ſame Cauſe, 
and upon the ſame Articles in Diſpute, I 
know not; except it may be attributed to 
an Eager Deſire, of ſceming to think deep- 
er, and to puſh the Point farther, than 
thoſe that have gone before. Concerning 
which Warmth in Diſpute, you will for- 
give the Digreſſion, if I infert ſome Re- 
marks of the judicious Mr. Ch/lingworth - 
Which indeed I the rather do, becauſe His 
Judgment hath, in the preſent Controver- 
ſy, been already laid before the Gentlemen 
of our Committee, for their better Infor- 
mation. 1 

This Wiſe and Excellent Man obſerves “, 
That the Doctrine of our Holy Mother 
the Church hath been traduced, not on- 
ly by the Malice and Detraction of our 
*« profels'd Enemies of the Church of 
{++ Rome, but allo by the ſuſpicious Igno- 
*s rance and Partiality of her own Chil- 
«£ dren. Who, out of a Liking of the 
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Expreſſions of ſome particular Divines, 
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Zeal, or rather Fury, of ſome former 
Proteſtant Writers, have laid this for a 
Ground of ſtating Controverfies of our 
Religion; that That is to be acknow- 
ledg'd for the Doctrine of theſe Re- 
formed Churches, which is moſt oppo- 
ſite, and contradicting, to the Church 
of Rome. So that, as the Caſe goes 
now, Controverſies of Religion are 
turn'd into private Quarrels ; and it is 
not ſo much the Truth that is ſought 
after, as the falving and curing the 
Reputation of particular Men.” 
F. 9.] He proceeds. Truly for my 
Part, I dare not take upon me, ſo 
much to gratify the Papiſts, as to think 
my Self obliged to maintain many in- 
commodious Speeches of ſome of our 
Divines in this Point. 


Hoc Ithacus velit, & magno mercen- 
tur Atridæ. e | 


He cries out, O! what an impregnable 
Cauſe ſhould we have againſt the Church 
of Rome, if We our Selyes did not help to 
weaken and betray it, by mixing there- - 


with the Intereſts and Conceits of par- 


ticular Men!” 


K. 12.] He complains of the unwary . 


who, 


(29) 


who, out of too forward a Zeal againſt 


IT 
40 


40 


the Church of Nome, have “ bended the 
Staff too much the contrary Way. And, 


inſtead of taking away that intolerable 
Burden of a Sacramental, neceſſar y, 
Univerſal Confeſſion, have 1:em'd io 


void and fruſtrate all Uſe and Exercite 


of the Keys,” [F. 13.) He adds, 
Since Chriſt for your Benefit and Coin- 


fort, hath given ſuch Authority to his 


Miniſters upon your unfeigned Repen- 


* tance and Contrition, to abſolve and 


releaſe you from your Sins; Why ſhould 


I doubt, or be unwilling, to exhort and 


perſuade you, to make your Advan- 
tage of this gracious Promiſe of our 


** Saviours? Why ſhould 1 envy you the 
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Participation of ſo heavenly a Bleſſing ? 
Truly, if I ſhould thus deal with you, 
I thould prove my ſelf a malicious, un- 
chriſtian-like, malignant Preacher. I 
ſhould wickedly, unjuſtly, againſt my 
own Conſcience, ſeek to defraud you 


of thoſe glorious Bleſſings, which our 


Saviour has intended for you.” 


$. 31.) Once more; He terms this a 
glorious Commiſſion, renew'd, confirm'd 
and ſeal'd to his Diſciples, John xx.23. 
which he had given before to Peter, 


ſuſtaining as it were the Perſon of the 
2255 „ Whole 
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(39) 

Whole Church; whereby he delegated 
to Them, an Authority of Binding and 
Looſing Sins upon Earth, with a Pro- 
miſe, that the Proceedings in the Court 
of Heaven ſhould be directed and regu- 
lated by Theirs upon Earth. And asks, 
Whether any Man can think ſo un- 
worthily of our Saviour, as to eſteem 
thoſe Words of His, for no better than 
Complement, for nothing but Court 
Holy Water.” 

F. 15.] He concludes, „That he had 
dealt freely and honeſtly with his Hear- 


ers in this Matter; it may be more 


freely, than he ſhould be thank'd for; 
But, that he ſhould have finn'd againſt 

his own Soul, if he had done other- 
wiſe. Nay, that he ſhould have con- 
ſpird with our Adverſaries of Rome, 


againſt our own Church, in affording 


them ſuch an Advantage to blaſpheme 


our moſt Holy and Undefild Reli- 
gion.“ 4 


More there is to the ſame Purpoſe, in 
the Diſcourſe here referr'd to. But my 


Deſign in producing theſe Paſſages, was, 
not ſo much to concern my ſelf with 
the Point which introduces them, and from 
Which they could not be eaſily diſengag'd ; 
as to obſerve, what Temper and Caution 


are 


(3r) 
are neceſſary in Controverſial Writings ; 
and how liable to Exception that honeſt 
Zeal may be, which is for carrying Points, 
that have been overſtrain'd, into a con- 
trary Extreme; and reducing ſome things, 
which haye been abuſed, and too much 
magnified into Nonſenſe and Nothing. 

By this, however, you may ſoon reſolve 
your Self; if Mr. Chillingworth had been 
a Member of Ours, as he was of the emi- 
nently Learned Conyocations in-1640, what 
his Judgment would have been, concerning 
thoſe Paſſages in the Preſervative, taken 
notice of by the Committee, in the 9 
Page of their Report. And, whether you 
are like to find This Paſſage, in that large 
Collection out of the moſt famous Chriſtian 
Writers, both of this and former Ages, 
who have embrac'd and publickly profeſid 
the ſame Dottrmes, for which my Lord of 
Bangor complains of having been treated 
with ſo much Severity. 

Bur I ask pardon, and return. Let us 
then now conſider his Lordſhip's next 
Complaint againſt the Lower Houle; 
Which conſiſts of fummoning all their 
Strength, and all ther Numbers, to make 
the Blow as ſudden, and as effefiual, as. 
they could. How effectual that Blow has 
been, the World need not be told: But this 
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ood: Effect it certainly has had; That his 
Lordſhip has hereby gain'd an Opportunity 
of doing Himſelf Juſtice, and of clearing 
ſome Points, which before, it ſeems, were 
(and, but for ſuch ſubſequent Explications, 
9 1 poſſibly have been ſtill) miſappre- 
ended. 


How ſudden that Blow (for I chooſe to 
uſe his Lordſhip's own Word) was to him- 
ſelf, I cannor tell. But ſure he liv'd not ſo 


much out of the World, as not to expect 
That, which was then the Subject of every 
Converſation ; What all Standers by wait- 
ed for; and Many, impatient of ſo long 
Delay, call'd in Queſtion rhe Courage or 
the Honeſty, of Them who (they thought) 
ought to give it. Men, we know, act ac- 
cording to their preſent Apprehenſions of 
Things; and moſt of the Clergy were, at 


that Juncture, ſo poſſels'd with Notions of 


his Lordſhip's Doctrine being prejudicial to 
the Church and its Powers, that there was 
little need of Summoning, where there was 
ſo much Readineſs to engage, in That, 
which they preſum'd a neceſſary Defence, 
of Religion, and their own Order. All 
therefore needful to get ſuch Perſons to- 
gether, muſt be to let them know, when 
they might give themſelves the Trouble of 
a Journey and Attendance in Town, with 
leaſt Loſs of Time and Labour. But 
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Ve his Lordſhip 


5 and his 
caders, who may poſſibly think (as He 
Plainly ſuſpects) that great Art and Indy 
Were us'd, . 


Day 5 b 
arratiye of Our Pro- 
ccedings, from the firſt ſitting down of the 


ebruary. Upon Which 
day, My Lords the Biſhops 


was immediately Agreed to in the Lower 
Houſe, without offering either Objection , 
or Amendment: And was receiy d from both 
Houſes by his Majeſty, with moſt 

Expreſſions of Thank Sfacti 
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| the 22* of the ſame Month. ,Here had 
Wh been, from the preſenting our Addrels , 
18 room enough for Buſineſs to have been 
11 done before Eaſter. But there was an Ob- 
18 {ſtruction in the Way, which few People 
without Doors were aware of. Upon His 
Gracc's Acceſſion to the See of Canter- 
bury, a New Licence was neceflary, for 
impowering us to Act under Him: And, 
though this had been ſent the Summer be- 
fore; yet the Letter, which uſually accom- 
panies it, and contains ſuch Heads of Bu- 
ſineſs, as his Majeſty requires we ſhould 
principally intend, was not yet brought. 
Before it was judged ſeafonable ro pew for 
this Letter, Leut was pretty far advanc'd ; 
And it was thought beſt, to let the diſtant 
Clergy underſtand, That they might attend 
their Cures without Interruption, till after 
Eaſter; And, that then, it would be pro- 
per to give their Attendance. I was alſo 
Commiilioned to acquaint my Brethren), 
who met me at thoſe Adjournments, That 
his Grace hop'd to meet them after Eaſter, 
with a Letter; and condeſcended to give 
me Authority for telling them, thar if They, 
in the mean while, could think of any 
Heads, for the Honour and Service of our 
Church ard Religion; and would by Me 
tranſmit them ro his Grace, he would give 
them 
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them due Confideration; and, if thought 
proper, would recommend them to his Ma- 
jeſty, for a Part of his Inſtructions. | 

For theſe Reaſons, our Prorogations were 
repeated, from March 22, to April the 
10", and from thence to May the 34, 
which was the Friday Sevennight after Ea- 
ſter Day; As early a Meeting, as the 
Clergy at a Diſtance, after having done at 
home the Duties of Eaſter, could reaſona- 
bly be ſuppos'd in a Condition to be pre- 
ſent at. Then it was, that the Matter of 
my Lord of Bangor was firſt enter d upon; 
But, from what went before I think it 
plainly appears, that a Man may more tru- 
ly and properly ſay, This Affair was then 
brought on, becauſe there was then a com- 


petently full Houſe; than that there was 


a full Houſe, becauſe this Affair was then 
to be brought on. 

There was however Expectation of a yet 
larger Encrcaſe on the 10", (which was our 
next Day) from a Reaſon altogether fo- 


reign; and ſuch, as the Cale we are ſpeaking 


of, could have little, if any, Influence upon. 
The Reaſon in truth was this. His Grace 


had been frequently moved to conſider of 


filling up the Vacancies, occaſion'd by the 
Death, or Promotion, of Members, elected 


into that Houſe; and ſo to quiet the Diſcon- 


2 E 2 tents, 
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| tents, which frequently and naturally hap- 


pen, when the Capitular and Dioceſan Cler- 

85 continue long without any OWE” 
entatives. A Reſolution had been taken, 
and a Command given to Me, the 3*, that 
I ſhould immediately order a Call of the 
Houle, and bring, upon the 10", a pun- 
ctual Account of the Dead, Promoted, and 
Abſent. Of which Call, and the Return 
of it, the Intelligence ſent down into the 
Countrey, I doubt not quicken'd ſome; who 


were abſent on the former, to intend their 


Appearance upon the latter, of theſe Days. 
I call it an Intended Appearance; becauſe 


ſeveral, who (1 have heard) haſten'd to 


Town for that Purpoſe, reach'd not the 
Abbey, before the Houſes were diſmiſs'd. 
Thus, Sir, You fee, how much They 
have been miſtaken, who ſuppoſe the Num- 
bers aſſembled on either of thoſe Days, to 
have been ſummon'd, as his Lordihip is 


pleas'd to repreſent. But, admitting it had 


been ſo; Would a good Cauſe have fſuf- 
ferd by the Multitude of Confiderers ? 
And was it not a fair thing, to defer the 


propounding of this Cauſe, till there was 


an Appearance worthy of it? If we fup- 
Dole the Members divided in their Opini- 
ons; would not the Reaſons obſery'd by 
me juſt now, as well as the Matter in de- 
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bate, have equal Influence, to bring up 
the Members on Either Side of the Que- 
ſtion? Surely, in Bodies of this ſort, the 
Miſchief and Wrong is commonly done, 
by Clubs, and Cabals, and a few violent 
Spirits, who act in concert, watch their 
Opportunities, and puſh their Point, when 
a thin Houſe gives them a ſure Majority. 
Had this Affair been moved, and carried 
on, in ſuch a Houſe; Complaints might 
have been made with a much better Grace: 
The Inſinuations of Partiality, or Corrup- 
tion, would have been much more Proba- 
ble; than now, when charg'd upon Num- 
bers, and ſummoning of Numbers; which, 
generally ſpeaking, are the beſt Security a- 
gainſt Acts of Precipitanceand Paſſion, Op- 
reſſion and Injuſtice. l 
Therefore his Lordſhip's better Under- 
ſtanding will not ſuffer him to reſt upon 
This. For the Poinancie of his Charge ſeems 
to lie principally in thoſe other words, 
that the Lower Houſe, in order to mark 
him out for a Cenſure, had ſummon'd all 
their Strength. Theſe Numbers therefore 
are to be ſet out, as a Party-Rendezyous; 
a Company of Pack'd, Confiding, Sturdy, 
Determin'd men; who came together rea- 
dy to take any Cue, and prepar'd with a 
Sentence, before the Cauſe was open' d. 
e | For 
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For what elſe can they be, if taking this 
Debate from T hem, be taking it * from the 
Har of Humane Authority, and bringing it 
ro That of Scripture and Reaſon? This I 
_ apprehend to be the ſfrength intended by 
his Lordſhip: As if Scripture and Reaſon 
Irad no place allowed them in the Delibe- 
rations of that Venerable Body ; and the 
Only Support of their Reſolutions, which 
they concern'd themſelves in providing, 
were a Majority of Voices, without regard 
ro Argument. And is not This a very 
kind and charitable Meaning, when ap- 
ply'd to a Body of his Brethren, and of 
rhe Clergy, aſſembled from all parts of the 
Province; who for the Eminence, cither 
of their Stations, or their Characters, come 
intruſted by their Brethren, to conſult upon 
matters of Religion? I take leave to men- 
tion his Lordſhip's Brethren, as well as 
the Lower Clergy ; not only, becauſe this 
Paragraph begins with the proroguing of 
the Convocation, which takes in the Up- 
per Honſe; but becauſe the Terms Hu- 
mane Authority, and Majority of Voices 
affect Both Houles equally. And, I hope, 
neither of theſe Houſes ever did, or ever 
Will, (in Our Days at leaſt) give the world 
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Occaſion to think, that they are fairly 
dealt with; when the Bar of Their Autho- 
rity is ſet in Oppoſition to That of S$crp- 
ture and Reaſon and, when a Majority of 
ſuch Voices is ſet out, as impoſſible to be 
a Trial to be contended for, either by 
Truth, or by the Church of England. 
Others may judge of ſuch Aſſemblies as 
they pleaſe; but I, for my own part, will 
only declare my Wiſhes, that every Argu- 
ment, printed on this Subject, had been 
freely and fully debated in the Lower 
Houle : That an Experiment at leaſt had 
been made, whether all, that has been : 
read ſince, would not have There been + ES 
heard patiently and decently, and conſi- 10 
der d diſpaſſionately and diligently. If it - 
had not; what now are uncharitable Sur- 
miſes, would then have been juſt Re- 
proaches. If it had; the Houſe would 
have done itſelf Juſtice and Honour; by 
proving its Members ſuperior to every 
Temptation, of Envy, or Party zeal, or 
any of thoſe criminal and obſtinate paſſi- 
| ons, to which their Enemies would per- 
ſuade the World, that the Clergy arc, of 
all mortals, the moſt miſerably inſlav'd. 
But nothing of this nature was offer'd the 
Former Day; And, on the Latter, there 
was no, room for it; as you will find, by 
ON the 


nn 
the next Obſervation from his Lordſhip's 
Book, and the Laſt, with which I intend 
to trouble you. Tp 5 
His Lordſhip begins the Preface, with 
a Warning to his Reader, not to look up- 
on the Repreſentation, as ever ® approv'd 
of by the 2 22 Houſe, ſo as to be made 
the Att of it: though Many, he is pleas'd 
to ſay, have been led to 7hink it was, by 
the Low Artifice, made uſe of in the Title 
Page to the printed Copy. Before I take 
any Notice of this Reflection; permit me, 
Sir, to lay before You a ſhort but I think 
exact Narrative, of what paſs'd upon this 
Occaſion in the Lower Houſe. Whereby 
You and the World will be fully enabled 
to judge, whether any thing in thar Title 
Page have really deſerv'd this Mark of his 
Lordſhip's Indignation. LY 
As foon as the Chair-Man of the Com- 
mittee, appointed to draw that Repreſen- 
tation, had read over the Report ; the 
Queſtion, as is uſual, was put from the 
Chair; //hether the Houſe would receive 
that Report. To which, when it had been 
anſwered in the Affirmative, a Second 
Queſtion was put; Whether the Houfe 
thought fit to have that Report enter'd 
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upon their Books. To this again it was 
anſwered in the Affirmative. Hereupon a 
Reverend Member made a Motion, That, 
ſince thoſe Two Queſtions had been "Io 
to, without any Appearance of Diſſent; 
he defir'd the Minute might expreſs, That 


this Report was received by, and enter'd 


upon the Books of, the Lower Houle, Ne- 
mine Contradicente. A Reverend Dean 
inte: pos d; That he hop'd, that Motion, 
and Vote, were not meant to preclude 
any farther Debate, upon the Matters con- 
tain'd in that Report. It was anſwered, 
by ſeveral Members of the Houſe at once, 
No No: That the Queſtion had been put 
with no ſuch Intention. And it was ad- 


ded from the Chair; * That Receiving 


and Approving were different Things ; 
„That This, like all other Reports, ſhould 


be debared Paragraph by Paragraph, as 


the Houſe ſhould have Opportuni- 
40 Ty. | | | 
Now You, Sir, who are acquainted with 
the Orders and Uſages of that Body, are 
ſenſible, it was neceſſary to diſcharge the 
Committee of that Paper. And, thar the 


proper Way of preſerving it, as a Report 


recciv'd, was, by entring it upon our Books. 
So, upon that ſingle Objector ſitting down, 
and acquieſcing in ue Aniwer then given, 
I or» 
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I ordered the Entry, and the Actuary made 


it, accordingly. 

By this Time, the Actuary of the Upper 
Honſe was come to the Door of Ours. 
Who, being hereupon immediately call'd in, 
Summon'd Me, with the Whole Houſe, to 
attend his Grace, and my Lords the Bi- 
ſhops, in the Jeruſalem Chamber. I car- 


| ried up, in my Hand, the Call of the 
Houſe, ordered the Day before: with a 


Liſt of the Vacancies by Death, or Promo- 
tion; and made a Tender of it. But his 
Grace, not thinking fit to receive it at 
that Time, commanded his Actuary forth- 
with to read the Royal Writ, in our Pre- 
lence; whereby we ſtood prorogu'd from 
that Day, to Friday the 8* of November 
W | 
You have here, Sir, a faithful Relation 
of what paſs d in the Houſe that Day, con- 
cerning the Report. From Which, 1o far 
as my own Recollection will ſerve me, 
ogg by That of ſuch Friends then pre- 

ent, as I have ſince had Opportunity to 

conſult,) I have not varied willingly, in 
Any (I dare be confident, not at All, in any 


material) Circumſtance. And, what is there 


in all this, which does not juſtify the Title 

Page of that Report ? Which, as it could 

not, in Juſtice to the Senſe and Proceed- 
ings 
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ings of the Houle, fay leſs; So neither 
docs it pretend to more, than has been al- 
lowed it by the fair and ingenuous Ac- 
count of a Gentleman, writing on this 
Subject: That is, „To be only the Re- 
port of a Committee, which the Lower 
++ Houſe of Convocation unanimouſly re- 
cCeiv'd; as all Bodies of Men receive the 
Reports of Committees, They them- 
«« ſelves appoint.” . 
But then, I think, the Reaſon which 
follows there, will not perfectly hold, 
with regard to the Ulages of our Body. For 
the Account he gives of all Bodies doing 
ſo, is this: & Becaulc, that if they did not, 
they muſt reject thoſe Reports, before 
they know what they are; and refuſe 
% to hear, what they had appointed their 55 
« Committees to inform them about.“ 
Whereas it is the Cuſtom of Our Body, 
firſt to read the Report; and afterwards, 
when they have heard, and do know, what 
it is, to put the Queſtion, whether it ſhall 


be received. Which, when reſolved in the "ll | 

' Affirmative, does not indeed import the = 
Approbation of the Houſe, with regard to | 4 

every Particular contain'd in ſuch Report. 1 


But, though ſuch Receiving doth not im- 
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ply All, yet neither does it imply Nothing, 
or thus much it certainly means; that 
ſuch Report contains Matter worthy of 
farther and fuller Deliberation; and agree- 
able, in the Main, to the Senſe of the 
Houſe; as it had been expreſs'd in the 
Inſtructions given to their Committee. 
I was, I confeſs, not without ſome Ap- 
prehenſion, that Many without Doors, who 
know the Part I have the Honour to bear 
in all Proceedings of the Lower Houle, 
(and might from thence conclude, that the 
Report and its Title would not be publiſh'd 
to the World, without my Perufal and Per- 
miſſion, ) would be apt to imagine, T hat 
his Lordſhip had imputed that Low Arti- 
ce to Me. Reſolving therefore to pre- 
ſerve, as far as in me lay, all due Mea- 
ſures of private Reſpect, with a Perſon of 
his Lordſhip's Character; and to avoid all 
Occaſions of repeating that Complaint a- 
gainſt Me *, which hath been made againſt 
our Brethren ; I determin'd to do my Self 
the Honour, of Euquiring Privately after 
his own Explications of that General Ex- 
preſſion, and how his Lordſhip would in- 
terpret it himſelf. His Lordſhip was pleas'd, 
in Terms of great Civility, to aſſure me, 
That, when he wrote that Paſſage, I was 
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not in his Thoughts. And, that he did 
not intend to fix any Part of that Accuſa- 
tion upon Me. He adds, that he did not 
think me concern'd in the Publication of 
the Report; which indeed I never was ſol- 
licitous to prevent any Perſons thinking; 
but did perfectly concur in the ſame Judg- 
ment with many Eminent Members of 
that Houſe, That it was a Juſtice due to 
our Selves, to ſatisfy the World, what We 
had been doing, and how far We had gone. +8 
And now, having nothing Perſona] to 108 
expoſtulate here with his Lordſhip, All I os 
ſhall farther ſay upon this Subject, is, That 1 
I profeſs my Self to be not, even yet, con- 1 
ſcious of any Artifice in that Title Page. 
Bur, as his Lordſhip has not been pleas'd | | 
to let me know Particularly, what it is, | 
that he charges as ſuch; I muſt be con- 
rent with aſſuring Him, and the World, fy 
that I diſdain, and will always endeavour 1 
not to ſtand in need of, any ſuch; And, that | 
I hope never to forfeit rhe Opinion, which 4 | 
his Lordſhip's Letter has expreſs'd in my 1 
Favour, that I am not capable of any. if 
But I detain you too long from the 1 
Point, you chiefly deſired to be ſatisfied a- 4 
bout: Which (to uſe your own Words) 
is, „ Whether the Clergy of the Lower 
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« Houſe, immediately after entring upon 
« this Buſineſs in Convocation, were, by 
«« ſome of my Lords the Biſhops, unkindly 
„ remark'd upon; and, with much La- 
«© mentation over their Infirmities, de- 
« {crib'd under the Character of hot, heady, 
*« zntemperate, turbulent, ungovernable, 
« and what not? | 

You do not, I dare ſay, expect, That 
in Anſwer hereunto, I ſhould think my ſelf 
concern'd, particularly to account for the 
Behaviour of All Our Spiritual Fathers, up- 
on this Occaſion. What you have pub- 
liſh'd is ſufficiently known to the whole 
Town; That ſeveral Steps were made in 
conſidering ſome Paſſages of the Preſer- 
vatrve, which gave Offence, by ſuch Per- 
ſons in the Upper Houſe, as are held in the 
higheſt Eſtimation and Reverence, for their 
Authority, Piety, extenſive Learning, 
great Judgment, and unqueſtionably good 


Affection to his Majeſty's Perſon, Govern- 


ment, and Family. Whether the Sermon 
elcap'd Their Animadverſions, becauſe the 
Contents of it were thought leſs obnoxious ; 
Or for ſome other Reaſon, which made the 
taking a like Courſe with That, judg'd ro 


be inexpedient ; I take not upon me to en- 


quire. Certain it is, that, in the Matter 
of our Complaint (ſo far at leaſt as the 
| : bf eſere 
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Preſervative was concern'd) there was 
no Difagreement between their Lordſhips 
and Us. None, I mean, Either as to the 


(then conceiv'd) miſchievous Tendency of 


the Points under Conſideration ; Or, as to 
the Reaſonableneſs, and Neceſſity, of the 
Synod's animadyerting upon ſuch Points. 
If thoſe Prelates did not ſingle out his 


Lordſhip, from all the Reſt, who are thought 


to have incurr'd their Cenſure, it could not 
be much more for his Lordſhip's Honour, 
to be found in ſuch Company, as he is ſaid 
to have been then join'd with, than to have 
ſtood alone. Or, if his Name was ſpar'd; 
his Poſitions would not thereby be ren- 
der'd leſs exceptionable, if cenſur'd under 
the Name of Another, who had lately pub- 
liſhed the ſame. 


Your Concluſion ſeems therefore to be 


very juſt; concerning the Inconſiſtency, 


and Incredibility, of Reflections ſo har'h, 
caſt upon the Lower Clergy, by thoſe very 
Superiors, who concurr'd with Them in 
the ſame Opinion of ſo much of the Mat- 
ter; though differing from Them in Judg- 
ment, concerning the Manner and Cir- 


cumſtances of their Proceedings. For even 


the Difference in Opinion that ſtill remain- 
ed, did not produce ny viſible Mark of 
Reſentment, or Diſpleaſure. The Perſons, 


On 
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on each ſide the Queſtion, us'd their un- 
doubred Right, of determining their own 
Conduct, upon the Foot of their own Rea- 
ſonings; And acted in that Method, which 
ro themlelycs appeared molt ſuitable, to 
the Dignity and Prudence of the Synod, 
to the Nature of the Offence, and to the 
Nicety of ſo uncommon a Conjuncture. 
This ſingle Evidence might well have 
contented Vou, and your Friends in the 
Countrey ; And have kept out any Sulpici- 
on, of our being repreſented by the Gene- 
rality of my Lords the Biſhops, in ſuch 
Manner, as the officious Miſreports of 
Some, and the melancholy Fears of Others, 
might tempt you to apprehend. But how- 
ever, effectually to remove all uneaſy Di- 
ſtruſts of this kind; I thought it became 
me, to be qualified, if poſſible, to give 
you more ample and poſitive Satisfaction. 
In Order hereunto, I did, with all Humili- 
ty, lay your Paſſage above quoted, before 
that Great Prelate, with whom it moſt of 
all concerns us to be juſtified. And He, 
Sir, agreeably to his uſual Candour and 
Conde, allows me to aſſure you, 
in his Name, as follows. * 
« That he cannot remember, he at any 
« time did, and hopes he never ſhall, be- 
% ſtow any ſuch Language, as is there men- 
« tioned 
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** tioned, on the Lower Houſe of Conyo- 
cation. That his Grace knows nothing 
** of any ſuch groſs Repreſentations made 
of Us, where, above all other Places; 
„ we cannot but be moſt deſirous to be 
e rightly underſtood. That he did indeed, 
e from the Beginning, and doth ſtill con- 
** tinue to, diſlike the Method of our Pro- 
** ceeding: Fear'd, that it would bring on 
* a Prorogation; And therefore wiſſid; 
ewe might have begun, as he believes 
*« we ſhould have ended: That is, in fuch 
* a Way, as Both the Houſes would have 
generally come into. But, that the Lower 
Houſe, by ſteering another Courſe, had 
** never drawn from Him any indecent Re- 
e flections upon his Brethren of the Cler- 
„ gy. To all which He was pleas'd to add; 
That he did not ſee, how the Lower 
* Houle, after that wrong Step had been 
taken (for ſuch; in Conſiſtence with his 
* own Notions, he muſt {till perſiſt fn Cal- 
ling ir) could acquit themſelves with het- 
e ter Temper, than they had now done. 
In regard he neither obſerved any Expreſ- 
<« fjons in the Repoft it ſelf; nor had heard 
of any thing; 4 $4 paſs'd throughout this 
© whole Debate; which was blameable or 
unbecoming. So that he could not; with- 
© or being guilty of the higheſt Injuſtice; 
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«© have loaded the Houſe with any of thoſe 
«« reproachful Characters, which the Calm- 
«© neſs of their Behaviour, upon this Occa- 
ſion, did not appear to his Grace, by any 
means to deſerve. 
This, Sir, is the Satisfaction, which my 
Poſt did moſt naturally lead me to pro- 


cure; and which, I ſuppoſed, would not 


only be moſt acceptable, but abundantly 


ſufficient, to put You, and your Friends in 
the Countrey out of Pain. Farther Enqui- 


ries I made none; Nor did I think them 
neceſſary. For, Is it to be imagined, that, 
when our Preſident and Metropolitan had 
forborn thoſe hard Reflections, any of his 
Suffragans ſhould preſume to treat the 
whole „ x pad of his Pro- 
vince ſo injuriouſly ? . 
But, be that as it will, I dare take upon 
me to ſay, in the Name of the far greater 
Part of the Lower Houſe; That the fa- 


therly Tenderneſs of Our Metropolitan, 


and the known Concurrence of Many of 
My Lords the Biſhops, (as to the Subſtance 


of the Matters complain'd of,) is ſo clearly 


underſtood; and conſidered with ſo general 
a Satisfaction, as will not ſuffer us to be 


greatly mortified by ſuch Reports. For, I 


think, it abundantly appears; That, in 
Caſe the Foundation of our Complaint be- 
30 low 
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low were, (with regard to One of the Trea- 
tiles at leaſt) juſt; and our Proceedings 


thereupon fit and laudable; We have no 
Right to challenge to Our Selyes the 
Whole of the Glory. And, in Cale they 
were otherwiſe; It is with as little Juſtice, 
that all thoſe loud Clamours, and malicious 


Inſinuations to our Prejudice, have been fo 


very undelervedly, and yet of late ſo libe- 
rally, ſo ſhamelefly indeed, caſt at the 
Lower Clergy, upon this Account. 


Suffer not therefore, Good Sir, your 


Self, or your Friends, to be diſquieted, by 


any groundleſs Apprchenſions, of our Spi- 


ritual Fathers, not only giving up, but 
even accuſing and traducing, thoſe Sons, 


who, you conclude, had a Title to be vin- 


dicated and protected by them. It is the 


Intereſt, and ſhould be the Work, of None 


but Enemies to Religion and this Church, 

to foment Jealouſies between the Biſhops 
and their Clergy. I have endeavoured to 
_ convince you, How little Foundation there 
has been for any ſuch, in the Cale now be- 
fore us. And I am confident, I need not 
ſay, That we arc happy, in having at the 
Head of our Convocation a Perſon, whole 
conſummate Knowledge, in all Matters re- 
lating to our Religion and Conſtitution, a- 
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bundantly qualifies him for his high Stati- 


on, One who perfectly well underſtands 
the ſeveral Obligations incumbent upon ir, 
and the Privileges of Right belonging to it. 
What he is, and what he ought to be, As a 
Great Biſhop in the Chriſtian, A Primate 
and Metropolitan in the Engliſh Church, 
Firſt Eccleſiaſtical Connſellor ro his Prince, 
A Governor over fo great a Body of Cler- 
ogy, and a Preſider and Director in their 
Synodical Aﬀemblies. s. 

He cannot therefore but know, and muft 
needs conſider, that upon Him, more than 
any Man living, (the King's Majeſty only 


excepted, ) the Security and Honour of our 


Common Chriſtianity, as profeſs d and eſta- 
bliſhed in this Kingdom, doth depend. 
Conſequently, that He is, above all Others, 
accountable to God and his Church, ſor 
any Inſults, Incroachments, or Diminu- 
tions of their Rights, and iy! Powers; 
which may be prevented, can be reftrain'd, 
or ought to be puniſh'd, by his Authority, 
or by his Advice; by the Exerciſe of his 


Spiritual; or by imploring all proper Aſ- 


ſiſtances from the Secular, Juriſdiction. 
I cannot, upon this Occaſion, overlook 


a Paſſage in your Poſtſcript, which ſpeaks 


of a Letter to Dr. Sherlock, in which the 
„„ $4 * 8 6 Author's 
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| Author's own Imputations upon the Clerg y 
have 4 Colour given to them, by his 
Crace's greater Authority, and by a Quo- 
tation from a Book, publiſh'd by his Grace 
many Years ago, and apply'd by that Wri- 
ter to the preſent Set of Clergy. In an- 
iwer whereunto I could not be juſt to his 
Grace's Great Goodneſs, nor to the pre- 
ſent State of our Affairs, ſhould I omir to 
declare, to the Author of that Letter, and 
to all the World, That 1 have heard his 
Grace, very frequently and largely expreſs 
his high Eſteem for Synods regularly aſ- 
ſembled, as of exceeding Ule ; and an ex- 
cellent Guard, not only to the Doctrine 


and Diſcipline of the Church, bur alſo to 


our National Conſtitution. For, whatever 
his Opinion might be concerning the Ex- 
pediency of ſuch Aſſemblies, when unhap- 


pily engag 
(the achat 
ever to Thoſe within Doors, could but little 


edify the Generality of Thoſe without;) 


yer, ever ſince I have enjoy'd the Honour 
of Acceſs to his Grace, on Occaſions of 
this Sort; he hath ſignalized his Zeal, in 


promoting Buſineſs of Moment; In conde- 
icending to adviſe with his Clergy, what 
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d in angry Diſputes about Forms; 
ing whereof, how important fo- 
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might moſt conduce to the Advantage of 
Religion and good Order; In aſſiſting, with 
a particular Aſſiduity, at the furtherance of 
all ſuch Matters; And in moſt tenderly 
waving, whatever might revive old Quar- 
rels, or obſtruct ſuch an amicable Cor- 
reſpondence between the Upper and the 
Lower Houle ; as beſt ariſes to a vi- 
gorous Diſpatch of Affairs of greateſt 
Weight. And ſuch a Correſpondence, even 
in the preſent Conjuncture, His Grace was 
not wanting (by propoſing ſuch Expedi- 
ents, as to Him appear d molt proper) to 
cultivate and preſerve. 

I can therefore, without great Difficulty, 
reconcile ro my own Mind, the ſpecdy 
Operation given to the Royal Writ, with 
a ſincere and ſenſible Concern, for any un- 
happy Conſequences of ſo ſudden a Diſmiſ- 
ſion. I do not allow by any Means, that 
it becomes Them, who ſtand below, and 
{ce things at a Diſtance, to indulge an un- 
neceſſary Curioſity in their Diſquiſitions, 
(much leſs to make their own too haſty 
COS) concerning the Grounds, 
upon which their Superiours proceed, in 
Matters relating to their reſpective Provin- 
ces. Upon this Principle, I ſatisfy my 
ſelf, That his Grace acted in this Caſe, as 
he thought moſt agreeable to his oy 
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And you know, Sir, that (generally ſpeak- 
ing) Thoſe Commands are look'd upon to 
be obey'd with moſt Reſpect and Decency ; 
for the Execution whereof the firſt Oppor- 
tunity is taken. And, although ſome far- 
ther Progreſs might have been made by 
the Deliberations of that Day ; yer ir can 
hardly be imagined poſſible, That the Re- 
preſentation Noule have been (as it was 


deſign'd to be) conſidered and debatcd, 


Article by Article, amended, voted, and 


carried to the Upper Houſe, before the 
Writ muſt of Neceſſity have taken place. 
In the mean while, ſhould you in Con- 
verſation, hear a Friend of Vours accus'd, 
of taking what you call a imb Step be- 


low; Do him the Juſtice, to acquaint the 


Objectors, That here was no Intention of Ar- 
tifice or Surprize. For, in the Seſſion next 
before, which appointed the Committee to 
draw a Repreſentation, the Members were, 
from the Chair, deſir'd to attend very ear- 
ly, the next Synodical Day; and expreſly 
told, That, in regard Matter of long De- 


bate would probably be then brought be- 
fore them, That Seſſion ſhould be opened, 
at the firſt Hour preſcrib'd for it in the 


Schedule. 


Vou ſee, Sir, how long a Trouble you 


have drawn upon your Self, and Me. 
1 1 Much 


r 
.. 
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Much longer in Truth, than 1 at firſt in- 
tended. The only Recompence I can ex- 
ect for it; is, Giving Satisfaction to the 
le of your Friends, and ſome little 


Relief, * againſt the Libels of our 


Enemies. That is a Sort of Perſecution, 
which it is my good Fortune, in this 
Countrey Retirement, to live a little out of 


the Way of. Vet not ſo far neither; as 


not to perceive, that We of the Clergy lie 
under no Preſent Danger, of incurring 
chat Noe, which He, who endur d the 
Cyntrædiction of Sinners, againſt himſelf, 
.ih pronounced upon his Diſciples, when 
all Men ſhould ſpeak well of them. 

I wiſh, for Their own Sakes, the Deal- 
ers in Bitterneſs and Scandal (ſo many 
among them at leaſt, as are content to be 
reckoued Believers of the Goſpel) would 
allow themfelves Liberty, to reflect on the 
infinite Miſchief and Wickedneſs, of alie- 
nating the Affection of Flocks from theif 
Legal and regular Paſtors. The Succeſs of 
this Attempt does not, as yet (God be 
prais d) aniwer all the Hopes of Them, 
who have Malice enough to make it. But 
the Guilt of their Good- will and even diſ- 
appointed Intentions, will enflame the Ac- 
count not a Whit the leſs, though not One 
of our People ſhould believe a Word they 
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But what can be more extrayagant, or 
more idle, than that vile Imputation, you 
mention”, which would give up the Lower 
Houſe, to the Fury of an inraged Multi- 
tude; by taxing them with kindling Heats 
and Flames, and raiſing Violent Storms, 
The whole Conſequence whereof, we are 
told, is to be laid at Our Doors? Carry 
this now, Sir, ( for I think by parity of 
Reaſon you may ) into the Courts of Ju- 
ſtice. Publiſh ir there, That all the Suits 


and Proſecutions, which tear the Countrey 


in 5 are chargeable upon Them: 
An 


» how quiet and peaceable Mankind 


would be, if thoſe Officious Gentlemen of 
the Grand Inqueſt, would ſpare themſelves 
the Trouble of preſenting, and the Judges, 
That of Examining and Puniſhing, the pub- 
lick Grievances. This Language might well 
enough become the Mouth of Convicts, 
and All, whoſe evil Deeds deſerve ſuch 
Condemnation ; But it would not be much 
for ghe Credit of an Honeſt Man to talk 
thus. And therefore all good People thank 
thoſe Miniſters of Juſtice, for their Vigi- 
lance and Courage; and acknowledge the 
Tranquillity and good Order of the King- 
dom to be in great Meaſure preſervd, by 
a faithful Diſcharge of thoſe, ſo very ne- 
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ceſſary, though at the ſame time fo un 
thanktul, Offices. by 
Now, Sir, I humbly apprehend, That 
the Peace of this Church, and rhe Good 
Eſtate of Religion, are, according to Our 
Conſtitution, committed by the Prince, in 


a particular Manner, to the Care of the 


Biſhops and Clergy, aſſembled in Convo- 


cation : Thar, as it is the Province of my 
Lords the Biſhops to correct, and redreſs 


as They ſhall find reaſonable; either from. 


their own Obſervation, or upon Remon- 


ſtrances from below: So the . ep e 
to their Lordſhips (in Eccleſiaſtical Mat- 
ters and Perſons more eſpecially) whatever 
deſerves Correction, or ſtands in need of 
Redreſs, is, (as bas been ſaid before) the 
proper, though always unwelcome, Part 
and Duty of the Inferior Clergy. Such it 
was judg'd to be in the preſent Caſe; and, 
as juch, the Lower Houie eſteem'd them- 
ſelyes bound to undertake it. And if it 
ſhall be found, That they have, ine this 


Proceeding, contain'd themſelves within 


the Bounds of Truth and Juſtice, of De- 
cency and Modeſty; This is not for cer- 
tain the Treatment they have deſerv'd. 

For my Own Part, I know not, in that 


whole Body, ſo much as One Enemy to 


My Lord of Bangor's Perſon. And 1 be- 
lieye, there are in it as few Friends to his 
he | Doctrines, 
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Doctrines, as they were then underſtood , 
and remonſtrated againſt. If the Explica- 
tions he has ſince publiſhed to the World, 
ſhall, upon due Examination, be found Sa- 
tisfactory and Full; I hope there is not a 
Member of that Houſe, who would ſo far 
give into any falſe Points of Honour, as 
not to rejoyce much more in his Lord- 
ſhip's Juſtification; than in any Cenſure, 
which might tend to the Diminution of his 
Lordſhip's Fame and Dignity. 

But, on the other Hand, If, notwith- 
ſtanding any Meaning, which may juſtify 
his Lordſhip to himſelf; The natural and 
obvious Senſe of his Words do lead to ſuch 
a Meaning, as cannot be juſtified to the 
World: If every Reader has a Right to 
interpret . Pap in their moſt obyi- _ 
ous and natural Signification ; And if that 
Signification did, to the Generality of Rea- 
ders, both within and without Doors, ap- 

car to be ſuch, as gave juſt and grievous 
Offence ; Then, I think, the Leaſt, that can 
be demanded, in the Behalf of the Lower 
Houſe, is, That they may be believ'd to 
have acted with the Integrity that became 
them, in appointing a Committee, to con- 
ſider, and examine, And (as they ſhould 
find Cauſe) to repreſent their Opinion of, 

thoſe Doctrines, and their Tendengies. 
I conclude with my moſt ſincere Wiſhes 
1 — and 
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and Prayers; That Truth and Juſtice may 
in This, and in all other Cafes, evermore 
prevail : That God will bleſs this Right Re- 
verend Bithop, and every Perſon concern'd_ 
in this Diſpute, with a right Underſtanding 
in all things: That his Lordſhip may be a 
happy Inſtrument of bringing Glory to God, 
and Peace to this Church, by ſincerely La- 
bouring to heal thoſe Breaches, and. extin- 
ouiſh thoſe Heats, to which his late Wri- 
tings, however undeſignedly, have yet ve- 
ry unhappily, miniſtred Occaſion : That 
there may never be ſuffered ro go out, a- 
moneſt any Body of Clergy, ſuch a Spirit 
of Envy, Partiality, Prejudice, or Detracti- 
on, as ſhould tempt Any Member of it, to 
cenſure or expoſe Any of his Brethren, much 
leſs Any of his Superiors, without juſt Pro- 
vocation given: And, that, as oft as juſt 
Provocation ſhall be given, You and I may 
never live to ſee the melancholy Day, when 
the Station of the moſt exalted, or the Po- 
pularity of the moſt countenanced and cele- 
rated O ener ſhall be thought a ſufficient 
Protection, againſt the Enquiries and Ani- 
madverſions of an impartial Z7g/z/þ Synod. 
I am with, all due Reſpect, 
LE Reyerend Sir, 
Your, &c. 
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FIR, 

| 75 heg your Leave to ſubjoin a Pa- 
i per, (cnt to me by a Perſon, who 
underſtood my Intention of an- 
ſwering Yours in this Manner; 
With Liberty indeed to publiſh, or to conceal 
it, as I thought fit. Bur with an Intima- 


J 2. 
N 
3 


tion at the ſame Time, That he thought it 


deſerv'd to be conſider'd, and reply'd to: 
That a Copy had been ſent in Writing to 


the Biſhop of Bangor already, but no No- 


tice taken of it; poſſibly, becauſe his Lord- 
ſhip might not know how to write to the 
Author: That the Queriſt is known to 


be a ſteady Whigg, and conſequently ſtands 


clear from the Suipicion of Peeviſhneſs and 


Partiality, on Account of different No- 
tions with regard to Politicks. This is 
the Subſtance of what hath been commu— 


nicated to Me, concerning the Author and 


this Paper. With the Former I am altoge- 
ther unacquainted, even with his Name: 
| The 


—— 
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The Contents of the Latter you have here, 


as follows. 


Some Trovehrs on Occaſion of the 
Lord Biſhop of Bangor's Sermon 


on john xviii. 36. 


though the Kingdom of Chriſt is 
SA © not of this World, (John xviii. 36.) 
Vet part of it, commonly called 
the Church Militant, is in the World, 
Jobn xvii. 11.) Nor is it unlawful for a 
Chriſtian to uſe this World, provided he 
takes due Care not to abule it, (1 Cor. vii. 
31.) And as long as he maintains the In- 


noceuce of the Dove; The more he has of 


the Wi ſdom of the Serpent, (Matt. x. 16.) 
the better he will be qualified ro turn eve- 


ry thing that occurs, to the Advantage of 


that Kingdom, whereof he is a Member. 
Here then I wiſh my Lord Biſhop of Ban- 
gor had diſtinctly and explicitly given us 
is Thoughts, upon the following Points. 
1. Is it any way unlawful for a Chriſtian, 
or a Member of the Kingdom of Chriſt, as 


long as he remains here upon Earth, to be 


a Member cr Officer of any Kingdom or 
Commonwealth of this World? Or may 
he not with a very good Conſcience accept 
of, or act in, any Piace or Employment of 

e Truſt, 
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Truſt, Honour or Profit, in the Civil State; 
Always provided, that ſuch Place or Em- 
ployment lays him under no Engagement 
to do any thing, that is contrary to God's 
Commands ? 

2. If a Chriſtian is thus poſleſsd of 
Wealth, Honour, Power, Is he not bound 
to make theſe things Inſtruments, as they 
give Opportunity, of doing Good unto Some 
Men more eſpecially, and preferably unto 
Others: For this very Reaſon, Becauſe they 


are of the Kingdom of Chriſt, or Houſhold 


of Faith? (Gal. vi. 10.) And what other 
Way has he of doing this, but by making 
their Circumſtances more eaſy and com- 
fortable in this World, as it fairly comes 
within the Compaſs of his Power? Or, when 
any Beneficence of this Nature is offered 
unto a Chriſtian, and that becauſe he is a 
Chriſtian, is it unlawful for him to accept 
of it, becauſe he is a Member of that King- 
dom which 1s not of this World? Where 
temporal Conſiderations are the Motive of 
emoracing One Religion more than Ano- 
ther; it is by-all allow'd to be a Sin: But 
what Offence is it, for a Chriſtian, by 
| honeſt and lawful Ways, to labour for a 
Competency of the good Things of this 


World; and when he gets them, to receive 


them at the Hand of God's Providence, as 
Bleſſings, Comforts, Helps and Encou- 


ragements 
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ragements in the Performance of his Duty? 
3. Where the Civil Legiſlature, in any 
Kingdom or Commonwealth, is in the 

ands of Chriſtians, Is it unlawful for them 
to do what every Chriſtian is oblig'd to do; 
that is to ſay, to do good to thoſe who are 
the Houſhold of Faith, above all Others; 
rovided they do not 75 whatever 

portunity they have of doing good unto 
all Men? And, whatever Good of this Sort 
they may lawfully do, Is it unlawful for 
them to ſettle and eſtabliſh the ſame, by 
ſuch Laws, as they have Power to make ? 
May they not in this Manner provide and 
{ſecure a Maintenance for thoſe, whoſe Of- 
fice it is to labour in the Work of the 
Goſpel ; and grant Privileges and Immuni- 
ties to the Chriſtian Church? Or are the 
Miniſters of the Goſpel oblig'd, and by 
what Law of God, to reject theſe Worldly 
Advantages, thus offered to them? May 
not the Civil Legiſlature, for very good 
Reaſons, put none but Chriſtians into pub- 
lick Employments of Truſt and Profit, pro- 
vided they deprive no Unbeliever of any 
thing which he has a Right unto ? Or are 
they obliged, and Dy what Law, to employ 
Unbelievers as well as Chriſtians, in the 


publick Affairs; although they know them 
to be Enemies to Chriſtianity; and, that they 
will undoubtedly make uſe of whatever 
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Power or Intereſt they have, to diſcourage 
and ſuppreſs it: | 
4. Inſtead of Chriſtian and Unbeliever, 
let us put Proteſtant and Papiſt. The 
Papiſts have not only very much corrup- 
ted the Chriſtian Faith and Worſhip ; But 
are allo as bitter Enemies to the Proteſtants, 
as ever the Unbelievers were to the Chri- 
ſtians. Vet, notwithſtanding their irrecon- 
cileable Enmity which they bear to us, We 
are bound (as far as we are able, and is 
conſiſtent with our Own and the publick 
Safety) to render them Good, and not 
Evil, for their Evil. But the Demand I 
would make, is, Whether a Proteſtant is 
not bound, Or is it not at leaſt a thing 
Lawful and commendable in him, to ſhew 
greater Kndneſs to Proteſtants, than or- 
dinarily he doth to Papiſts? Provided ſtill, 
that he does not fail in the Duties of 
Juſtice and Charity even to Them: And, 
Our Legiſlature being in the Hands of Pro- 
teſtants, is there not the ſame Reaſon (in 
Kind I mean, though whether in Degree 
\ I do not determine) that They ſhould, in 
the ſame Manner, exclude all Papiſts from 
e of Power, Truſt, and Profit, 
as J believe my Lord Biſhop of Bangor will 
not deny, but that a Chriſtian Legiſlature 
may and ought to do by Unbelievers? Or, 
becauſe Chriſt's Kingdom is not of this 
I | WW Or Hd, 
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Morld, muſt therefore a Chriſtian, or Pro- 
teſtant Legiſlature, altogether refule to ex- 
ert the Civil Authority for its Defence or 
Encouragement? And if they muſt ſo re- 
fuſe, by what Law of God are they bound 

to this Refuſal ? 
F. Let us now come to the Caſe, as it 
ſtands between the Churches of England 
and Ireland as by Law eſtabliſhed, and the 
Presbyterians, It is notorious, that, to- 
wards the middle of the laſt Century, the 
Presbyterians of England, Scotland, and 
Ireland, univerſally enter'd into a ſolemn . 
League and Covenant; To the Perfor- 
mance of which they deliberately, and in 
the Preſence of God, bound themſelves; 
perhaps not a ſingle Man of any Figure 
among them excepted; and from which 
not any one of their Party (and ſo conti- 
nuing) has, from that time to this, by any 
Solemn or Publick Act ever receded. Nay 
ſo far from this, That the Renunciation of 
the Covenant was, upon King Charles the 
Second's Reſtoration, made a principal Ob- 
jection by ſeveral of their M:niſters, againſt | 
conforming to the eſtabliſhed Church. By 
this League and Covenant the Presbyterians 
in the moſt ſolemn Manner bind themſelves, 
(amongſt other things) to endeavour the Pre- 
ſervation of the Church of ch 42nd as it then 
was in all Points; and to bring the Churches 
| of 


(6) 
of the Three Kingdoms, to as near an Uni- 
formity as poſſibly might be ; and alfo to 
_ extirpate that Church Government, which 
by Law was, and is ſtil}, eſtabliſhed in Eng- 
land and Ireland. In a Word, let any one 
conſider the whole Covenant, and he will 

puny ſee, that the Presbyterians thereby 
dound themſelves never to ceaſe or ſlack 
their Eudeavours (whatever Oppoſition 
they might meet- with) until ſuch Time, as 
(befides other things) Out Church Govern- 
ment, Worthip, Diſcipline, Articles and 
Canons were wholly aboliſhed; And the 


Presbyterian Government, Diſcipline, Di- 


rectory, Catechiſm and Confeſſion of Faith, 


as then eſtabliſhed in Scotland, Univerſally 
received throughout England and Ireland 
allo. And this, without ſo much as the 


Toleration of an Epiſcopal Church. Now 
the Point which here ariſes, And upon 
Which I would be glad ro know my Lord 
Bithop of Bangor's Thoughts, is this; 
Since the Legiſlature of Great Britain and 
Ireland is (if not wholly and entirely, yet 
chiefly) in the Hands of the Members of 
the Church of England and Ireland, as 


by Law eſtabliſhed; Is it lawful for them 


to keep up the Fence, which by the 
Civil Power is already made, abour theſe 
Churches ? And particularly, to keep the 
Presbyterians ends, as they now by 


Law 
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Law are, from Employments of Truſt or 
Profit ? Eſpecially, as long as they give us 
ſo much reaſon to believe, that, whatever 
Power they have, or can get, they will al- 
8 employ it to the Diſcouragement, 
and whenſoever they are able, even to the 
Extirpation, of the Churches of England 
and Ireland? Or, becauſe the Kingdom of 
Chriſt is not of this World, muſt the Ci- 
vil Power ſtand Neuter, and leave the 
Churches of England and Ireland, tor ever 
expos'd to the Reſtleſs Deſigns and Endea- 
vours of their Enemies ? | 2 

When Satan would have perſuaded our 
Bleſſed Saviour to caſt himſelf down from 
the Pinnacle of the Temple, He quotes the 
Holy Scripture; and fays, It zs written, | 
He ſhall give his Angels Charge concerning 
Thee, &c. But Jeſus ſaid unto him again, 
It ir written, Thou ſhalt not tempt the 
Lord thy God, Mat. iv. 6, 7. The Appli- 
cation of this Paſſage, I think, is pertinent 
to the preſent Purpoſe. But I have no de- 
ſign of caſting the leaſt Perſonal Reflection 
upon his Lordſhip; for whom I have had 
hitherto a very great Reſpect, though no 
otherwiſe known to me, bur by publick 
Report, and ſome of his Writings. 
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